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IN THE CLAIMS : 

1. (currently amended) A method for applying a plastic film 
girdle (18) around a product (16) to be packaged , said product 
having a width and height , according to which method 

the product (16) to be packaged is moved to a position inside 
the plastic film girdle (18) of shrinkable and/or stretchable 
plastic placed on a supporting frame consisting of supporting 
elements (21) and having a cii - eumfereACC width and height larger 
than the cil ' cumf e r e nce width and height of the product to be 
packaged, or correspondingly the plastic film girdle (18) is moved 
to a position surrounding the product to be packaged, 

whereupon the supporting frame consisting of supporting 
elements (21) is removed from inside the plastic film girdle (18), 
thus allowing the plastic film girdle to tighten around the product 
{:16) to be packaged, 
characterized in 

that the plastic film girdle (18) is formed by winding a 
shrinkable and/or stretchable wrapping plastic film band (15) to 
■ foxilt — a — plastic film — girdle — (10) around the supporting frame 
congigtiing of supporLing elem e nta (21) and—having a circumference 
larger than thu eircumf erencc of Ihe product (10) to be packaged a 
plurality times to form the girdle (18) having a dimension in the 
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direction ol movement of the product (16) to be packaged or of the 
plastic film girdle (18) tha t is smaller than the dimension of the 
product (16) to be packaged in the direction of said movement- r 

' that th e piroduc t : (IG) to be packaged onU/e^r the plastic film 

givclle (10) are/i& moved .^o that the product to be - packag e d r e mains 
iiiaidc the pla^tig film girdle, 

smd — that — the — guppc/rting — f rznne — consisting — of — suppoi- ' ting 

<>5jlements — (gl) is removed from -' in^id e th e plastic rilm girdle — (10) 
T5md — tHrc — plastic — film girdle — is allowed to -tighten avound the 
p roduct to be packaged . 

2. {currently amended) A method according to claim 1^ 
characterized in 

that the plastic — film — girdl e — — t9 — f warm e d — by — winding 

wrappirug — plastic — film — band — — airound — the — supporting — §T€tm& 
conjiiistlng of — .gvapp^jrting element :j — (21) 

that the wrapping plastic film band (15) supplied to form the 
plastic film girdle (18) is severed and, if necessary optionally, 
seamed/ and 

that the product (16) to be packaged and/or the plastic film 
girdle (18) are/is moved on a track (11) so that the product to be 
packaged remains moves inside the plastic film girdle (18)t - 
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sfnd — btttatt — — juppc^j- ' ting — frame — consiating of — >5 appear ting 

^lilem e ntfl (21) — ar a> "' j,fcimovi2d Irom inaid e the plaatic film girdl - c — (10) 
ftftd the plastic film giajdl c is - allowed to ghi:in>i gi - id Lighten axound 
th e pri^^duet — Hrfr) — Lo be ■ packacjed - 

3. (currently amended) A method according to claim 1, 
characterized in 

that wrapping film band (15) is wound over the supporting 
frame conflicting of — supporting — e lements — (21) r — thus — forming a 
plurality of Limes to form a plastic film gird e r girdle tube (18b) 
on the supporting frame, and 

th£it tr the plastic film girder oirdle (10a) of desired lengLh 
(18) having a dimension in Lhe direction of movement of the product 
(16) to be packaged or of the plastic film girdle (18) that is 
STnaller than Lhe dimension of the product (16) to be packaged in 
Lhe d1 rection of said movement is cut off the plastic film girder 
oirdle tube (18b) 7- 

LhaL Lhe product — (IC) t .ra be packaged and/or the plagtie film 

girder — (.10) are/ia moved on the trac>e (11) so -- fehat Lhe pioducL Lo 
b e packaged remaiii.5 liuide the plaatic film girde^r jaiMj^ (^0*^) 
off / 

Vi\l2 ori\ptv-niS-nt.o-r«r.p-lll .wpd 8 
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—and — that — th& — aapporting fvame gonaisting — o£ — supporting 

o ia fri i ' > tii ^ \. m . ii^ mpiumil f v iim iriAiH p! tih e . plaj t- -ie film aiireleA; o irc Hre 

(10a) — And the plastic film q ird<aj gli ' dle Ls allowed tv jlii^iiiKL and 
tightw are i urid the product ■ ("10) be packaged . 

4* {currently amended) A method according to claim 3, 
characterized in 

that wrapping plastic film band (15) is wrapped over the 
supporting frame gnnBigting off supporting elem e nts (21) a plurali_t_v 
of times in a continuous manner so that a plastic film girder 
girdle tube (18b) continuously increasing In length is formed on 
the supporting frame, 

that 9 the plastic film girdle (10a) — ul J e aired length (18) 
having a dimension in the d irection of movement of the product (16) 
to be packaged or of the plastic film girdle (18) that 13 smaller 
than the dimension of the product (16) to be packaged in _the 
direction of said movement is cut off the plastic film girdle tube 
{18b) during the wrapping operation, and 

that, while the wrapping operation is being continued, the 
product (16) to be packaged and/or the plastic film girdle (18) 
are/is moved on the track (11) so that the product to be packaged 
remairr s- moves inside the plastic film girdle (10a) gut of^S lMlr 
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and that the — supporLifig — fr-Mfte — cc^rigi5tii ' ig of — ^upp^i- ' timg 

e lem e nts (21) removed from inaid e th e plastic film girdle (10a) 
and Lhe plaatiir. film girdle gillowed to shrink aiid tighten ax ' c^und 
th e product — Hr&^ — to be pac>;QCf<^d . 

5- (currently amended) A device (10) for applying a plastic 
film (18) around a product (16) to be packaged, said product having 
a width and height, said device comprising 

a supporting frame consisting of supporting elements (21) and 
having over it: the supporting frame a plastic film girdle (18) of 
shrinkable and/or stretchabie plastic, said girdle having a 
circumferene ft width and height larger than the gii ' qumfeirenee width 
and height of the product (16) to be packaged, 

transfer elements (11, 22^ 23) for transferring the product 
(16) Lo be packaged and/or the plastic film girdle (18) so that the 
product to be packaged remains inside the plastic film girdle, 

means (22, 23) for removing the supporting elements (21) from 
inside the plastic film girdle (18), allowing the plastic film 
girdle to tighLen around the product (16) to be packaged, 
characterized in that Lhe device (1) comprises 

a wrapping system (12, 13) for wrapping a shrinkable and/or 
stretchabie plastic film band (15) from a film reel (14) a 
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plurality of times over the supporting elements (21) so that the 
wrapping film band being wrapped forms on the supporting elements 
^ the plastic film girdle (18) having a dimension in the direction 
of movement of the product (16) to be packaged or of the plastic 
film girdle (18) that is smaller than the dimension of the product 
(16) to be packaged in the direction of said movement for 
tightening over the product (16) to be packaged— 

£md — transf e r — e lem e nts — H*; — — ^ — — transferring th e 

product — (-i-fr) — to be packaged and/or the plasfeie film girdl e s — (10) 
' feiuLidd from the wrapping plajtic film band (15) so that the produc:t 
to b e paL ' !kaged remains inside th e plastic film girdle, 

6. (currently amended) A device (10) according to claim 5, 
characterized in that 

that the supporting elements (21) of the device (10) , on which 
the wrapping plastic film band (15) can be wrapped to form a 
plastic film girdle (18), form a preferably rectangular supporting 
frame whose width and height are larger than the width and height 
o£ the product (16) to be packaged, 

and that each corner of the supporting frame consisting of 
supporting elemcnLs (21) is provided with at least one supporting 
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element (21)— which can be moved to transfer the plastic film 
girdle (18) to a position around the product (15) to be packaged, 

7^ (original) A device according to claim 6, 

characterized in that the device (10) has at the corners of the 
supporting frame supporting element pairs (21a/ 21b) which can be 
turned or moved away from each other to pass the plastic film 
girdle (18) wrapped over the supporting elements (21) to a position 
around the product (16) to be packaged. 

8. (currently amended) A device (10) according to claim 6, 
characterized in that the device comprises 

«r the wrapping system (12, 13) and supporting elements (21) 
for winding «• the wrapping plastic film band (15) to form a plastic 
film tube (I8b) having a c i r c umf e r e nc e width and height larger than 
the circumfeir e rec width and height of the product (16) to be 
packaged/ and 

a clipper (26) for cutting the plastic film girdle (18) off 
the plastic film tube (18b) , 

and which pla&tie — film tube — (10b) wherein the supporting 
elements (21) also constitute the plastic film girdle (18) transfer 
e 1 emen t s , 5uch ei^dlesa bands or rotating bars . 
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9. (currently amended) A device (10) according to cl<iiiu Q 
claim 9 > characterized in 

that, in the device, the wrapping system (12, 13) for wrapping 
the wrapping plastic film band (15) to form a plastic film tube 
(18b) is a continuously working system^ 

and that the supporting elements (21) in th e — d e vice — (10) 
consist of two parts such — LhaL where the first part of the 
supporting elements is a base on which the wrapping of the wrapping 
plastic film band (15) is carried out, while the second part of the 
supporting elements is a Lransfer part for transferring the plastic 
film girdle (18) cut off by the clipper (26) . 

10- (new) A device (10) according to claim 8, wherein the 

plastic film girdle (18) Lransfer elements are endless bands or 
rotating bars. 
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